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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1 January 2005 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 1 1 January 2005 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to 
determine the presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is 
requested in correcting any errors of which applicant may become aware in the 
specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6, 8-16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Utsumi et al (U.S. Pat Pub 2001/0032088 A1), hereinafter 
referred to as Utsumi, in view of Kumagai (U.S. Pat 6512722 B2), hereinafter 
referred to as Kumagai. 

Re claims 1 and 11 : Utsumi teaches a content data transferring system for 
transferring content data selected from a first recording medium [Fig 1, elt 10: 
"1st STORAGE MEDIUM"] on which a plurality of content data have been 
recorded to a second recording medium [Fig 1 , elt 30: "2nd STORAGE 
MEDIUM"] (H16), the content data transferring system comprising: 

a recording and reproducing apparatus for reproducing various types of 
recording medium identification information unique to the second recording 
medium fl[14, lines 1-12) and recording content data transferred from the first 



recording medium [Fig 1, elt 10: "1st STORAGE MEDIUM"] to the second 
recording medium [Fig 1 , elt 30: "2nd STORAGE MEDIUM"] (Fig 1 , elts 20 & 23; 
H15, 1116 and H47); 

reproduction control information [Fig 2, elts 41 & 42: use information] 
creating means for creating reproduction control information about the content 
data with the second set (1[44); and 

content transfer controlling means for transferring content data recorded 
on the first recording medium [Fig 1, elt 10: "1st STORAGE MEDIUM"] to the 
second recording medium [Fig 1, elt 30: "2nd STORAGE MEDIUM"] so as to 
record the content data onto the second recording medium [Fig 1 , elt 30: "2nd 
STORAGE MEDIUM"] in accordance with the reproduction control information 
created in accordance with the recording medium identification information about 
the second recording medium [Fig 1, elt 30: "2nd STORAGE MEDIUM"] fl]36, 
H42 and 1J44), the recording medium identification information being reproduced 
by the recording and reproducing apparatus (1J37). 

However, Utsumi does not teach: 

first set creating means for creating a first set, the first set being used to 
correlate the recording medium identification information with a second set, the 
second set being used to categorize the content data recorded on the first 
recording medium in accordance with a predetermined rule; 

second set creating means for creating the second set correlated with the 
first set; 

Kumagai teaches: 



first set creating means for creating a first set [Table Of Contents 
information/file management table] (Figs 13 & 15), the first set being used to 
correlate the recording medium identification information with a second set [Table 
Of Contents information out of the CD 55], the second set [Table Of Contents 
information out of the CD 55] being used to categorize the content data recorded 
on the first recording medium in accordance with a predetermined rule (col 23, 
lines 45-63; col 24, lines 16-23; col 25, lines 20-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the Utsumi reference as described for the 
purpose of providing TOC information to the second medium to expedite the 
searching of desired files on the duplicated medium. 

The combination of Utsumi and Kumagai teaches: 

second set creating means for creating the second set correlated with the 
first set (Kumangai: Fig 16; col 25, lines 20-32 and col 26, lines 7-10) (Utsumi: 
Fig 2, elts 41 and 42; P6, lines 10-14; page 4, 1f42, lines 2-7 and 1J44, lines 19- 
24). 

Re claims 2 and 12 : Utsumi in view of Kumagai teaches the content 
transfer controlling means is configured to transfer the created reproduction 
control information to the recording and reproducing apparatus so as to record 
the created reproduction control information onto the second recording medium 
(Utsumi: ^42 and 1|44). 

Re claims 3 and 13 : Utsumi in view of Kumagai teaches when it has been 
determined that the reproduction control information newly created in accordance 



with the recording medium identification information reproduced from the second 
recording medium does not match the reproduction control information recorded 
on the second recording medium, content data that have not been recorded onto 
the second recording medium are transferred to the second recording medium in 
accordance with the newly created reproduction control information (Utsumi: 1|42 
and H51). 

Re claims 4 and 14 : Utsumi in view of Kumagai teaches wherein the 
content data recorded on the first recording medium are managed in accordance 
with the number of permissible record times [devolution value] for each of content 
data transferred from the first recording medium to other recording mediums, and 
wherein when each of content data which have not recorded on the second 
recording medium is transferred thereto, the number of permissible record times 
for each of the content data is decremented (Utsumi: fl42 and ^51 ). 

Re claims 5 and 15 : Utsumi in view of Kumagai teaches when content 
data that have not been recorded on the second recording medium are 
transferred thereto, the newly created reproduction control information is 
transmitted to the recording and reproducing apparatus so as to record the newly 
created reproduction control information onto the second recording medium (11,42, 
1144 and 1f51). 

Re claims 6 and 16 : Utsumi in view of Kumagai teaches content data that 
are not managed in accordance with the newly created reproduction control 
information are deleted from the second recording medium in accordance with 
the newly created reproduction control information (Utsumi: 1J46). Utsumi 



teaches the destruction of the key for decrypting said content and thus renders 
the content inaccessible. 

Re claims 8 and 18 : Utsumi in view of Kumagai teaches the reproduction 
control information is information with which the reproduction order of content 
data is controlled (Kumagai: Figs 12 & 13; col 23, lines 32-54). 

Re claims 9 and 19 : Utsumi in view of Kumagai teaches the second 
recording medium can be loaded into and unloaded from the recording and 
reproducing apparatus (Kumagai: Fig 1 elts 50, 80 and 82; col 7, lines 39-65). 

Re claims 10 and 20 : Utsumi in view of Kumagai teaches the reproduction 
control information is created whenever the second recording medium is loaded 
into the recording and reproducing apparatus (Utsumi: ^34). Utsumi teaches a 
hard disc drive which is always present for use for copying media. 

3. Claims 7 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Utsumi et al (U.S. Pat Pub 2001/0032088 A1), hereinafter 
referred to as Utsumi, in view of Kumagai (U.S. Pat 6512722 B2), hereinafter 
referred to as Kumagai, in further view of Matsushima et al (U.S. Pat Pub 
2002/0161571 A1), hereinafter referred to as Matsushima. 

Re claims 7 and 17 : Utsumi in view of Kumagai teach all the limitations of 
claims 6 and 16 as previously discussed. Utsumi in view of Kumagai additionally 
teach each of content data recorded on the first recording medium is managed in 
accordance with the number of permissible record times for each of the contents 



that are recorded from the first recording medium onto other recording mediums 
(Utsumi: ^42, ^44 and H51), 

However, Utsumi in view of Kumagai fail to teach the number of 
permissible record times for each of content data is incremented when each of 
the content data is deleted from the second recording medium. 

Matsushima teaches the number of permissible record times [permitted 
number] for each of content data is incremented when each of the content data is 
deleted from the second recording medium (fl3 and 1J10). Matsushima teaches 
that checked-out content that is checked-in is rendered unusable and the 
checked-out count is incremented. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the combination of Utsumi and Kumagai 
reference to increment the permissible record times, as taught by Matsushima, 
for the purpose of allowing flexibility in the content management scheme while 
simultaneously maintaining protection on restricted content. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to DARREN SCHWARTZ whose telephone 
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